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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mike Graham, CEO
Welcome, Spiegel Grove Shipmates to our 2021 Winter Newsletter. I can’t thank Jim Yoder
enough for the wonderful job he
does as editor and I’m sure this
will be another great one. I’d also
like to acknowledge the work John
Hoetker has done as the Association’s Logistics Specialist. Thank you, John, and a
hearty well done! John’s replacement is another New
Yorker, Len Baldassi. Len and his lovely wife, Mary,
have attended the last few reunions and it’s great to
have them. Also, Dave Lotz who has stepped down as
Association Chaplain. Thank you, Dave, for your leadership and words of strength. Dave’s replacement is
Charlie Smith, another shipmate who was aboard the
Grove during my time. Great to have you, Charlie, and
looking forward to meeting you again in person.
Well, here we are a year into the Pandemic. I pray that
everyone has survived and is healthy and doing fine. It’s
been quite a journey with many ups and downs. As everyone knows we canceled last year’s reunion that I, as
reunion coordinator, had everything planned to have it
in Columbus, Ohio. During our Zoom Business Meeting last October, the association agreed to have the 2021
in Philadelphia and come to Columbus in 2022. Ruth
and Joe Py are the coordinators for Philly. My fingers
are crossed that we will be back to normal and will pull
this one off. The dates for 2021 are October 20-24. So,
get it on your calendar now and start making plans to
join us for another fantastic reunion with fantastic people. I know Ruth and Joe will not disappoint.

NUMBER 1

My last note is one of sadness. Recently, we lost another
of our shipmates, YNCS Dale Hatcher of Virginia
Beach. Chief Hatcher was my division chief and responsible for sending me to A school when I came
aboard. He was a mentor and a leader in many ways.
The impact he had will last forever. I am very grateful
for knowing and working with him. Goodspeed Chief!
So, with that, here’s wishing all my shipmates and their
families “Fair Winds and Following Seas”. Mary Lou
and I are already excited to see everyone in Philadelphia
in October. May the wind be at your back until then.
—————————————————
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ROSTER CHANGES
The following SG Veterans have joined the proud
ranks of our Association since our last Newsletter.
NEW MEMBER
None
PREVIOUS / RETURNING
Don McGeough, SN (74-75) 3 rd Division
LOST CONTACT
None
(one died)
—————————————————

FROM OUR CHAPLAIN
Pastor Charlie Smith
“We’ve Not Passed This Way Before”
After Israel was permitted to
leave Egypt, they messed up by
not going into the promise land
because they were afraid of the
giants that lived there. So God
punished them with 40 years of
wondering in the wilderness. At
the end of 40 years the children
of those who were afraid to trust
God completely were at the banks of the Jordon river
with anticipations of conquering the Promised Land.
In Joshua 3:4 we find the following verse directing
over a million people on how to cross.
“Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about
two thousand cubits by measure. Come not near unto
it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go,
for ye have not passed this way heretofore.”
I’d like to take the last phrase to apply to our lives,
which states: “for ye have not passed this way heretofore.” It is certain that we are not crossing the river
Jordan, but we are going into uncertain paths; the
Page 2

year 2021. Which of us while we were on the Grove
would have thought that for over a year we would be
wearing a face mask or any of the other things that
have become customary during this period of
COVID 19? Some of us have had the virus and praise
God we have survived while others have passed into
eternity.
As we apply Joshua 3:4b to our lives what are heart
what are some items that we should be aware during
this year of 2021?
Since we have not trodden down the road of 2021, we:
1. would be wise not to pass on new ground or direction without God’s direction.
2. should expect new paths and directions. Be ready
for new adventures and learn from them.
3. should be aware that there are blessing we can
obtain even in the littlest events. God takes care
of the sparrow He will take care of His own. Matthew 6:26.
4. should realize that God is in control. Joshua 3:4 is
not something that Joshua came up with, but it
was God inspired and directed to write down. It
is God Himself that is control. Rest in Him, trust
Him, and love Him. Psalm 18:30, “As for God,
His way is perfect: The Word of the LORD is
tried: He is a buckler to all those that trust in
Him.”
5. have a personal relationship with Christ as Savior
and as Lord. If you do not know Christ personally
so that He can be your guide let me encourage you
to read John chapter 3 while asking God to show
you how to know Him intimately and as personal
Savior. “And they that know thy name will put
their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.” Psalm 9:10
If I can be of service, please contact me. (charlieyjoann@yahoo.com)
— Pastor Charlie Smith
—————————————————
VICE PRESIDENT SAYS
Gary Miller
Hello shipmates!! I hope everyone
is staying healthy and safe so we
can see old friends and meet some
new ones in Philadelphia this year.
We sure miss all of you!!! We miss
our Navy family.
— Gary
—————————————————
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RECAP OF OUR 2020 ‘REUNION’
By Mike Graham, 2020 Reunion Coordinator
One item of new business was whether we might consider joining another reunion association or having
other reunion associations join us due to dwindling
memberships as a result of folks getting older and it being more difficult to travel. I spoke with representatives
from the reunion association of the USS Fort Snelling
(LSD 30) and USS Hermitage (LSD 34). Their associations are still active, and we agreed we were all in similar situations and that we would keep each other abreast
of our annual reunion plans and see if there may be
some synergy in the future. I’m still looking for a good
contact for the USS Plymouth Rock (LSD 29) as I did
not get a response from them. There is also an Amphib
Ships Reunion Association that may be something else
to consider in the future. More info to come.

As most of you know due to restrictions and safety concerns
from the Covid Pandemic we canceled the 2020 Reunion that was
planned for last October in Columbus, Ohio. As the coordinator
I was very excited to have our
ship’s crew visit our city. I had a
full schedule of the tours, lunches and events planned
and reservations made when we made the decision to
abort the mission. The good news is that I was able to
get all of our deposits refunded. Another sort of good
news is that we were able to hold our annual business
meeting using Zoom. The meeting was held on 24 October and we had an excellent turnout with 17. To me it
felt about as close as we could get to all being together.
It was nice!

To wind down our meeting we shared a few sea stores,
confirmed 19-23 October 2022 as the dates for Columbus and adjourned putting our 2020 Business Meeting
in the books. Thanks to everyone for attending and all
of your wisdom and input. I certainly appreciate it! The
only thing missing was everyone’s beautiful bride.
Hmmm, can’t wait until October to see everyone again.

As previously voted on at the 2019 Business Meeting,
we are having our 2021 Reunion in Philadelphia with
Joe Py as coordinator. In this year’s meeting, we voted
to have the2022 reunion in and I am honored to be the
coordinator.

—————————————————————————————————
2020 ANNUAL MEETING ATTENDEES

Rick Marshall

Jim Yoder

Joe Py

Mike Graham, Pres/Host

Paul Ginkle

Mike Ellis

John Dew

Terry Rich

Gary Miller

Paul Mawn

John Hoetker

John Carr

Holly Cooper

Charley Smith

Len Baldassi

Kevin Flatley *

Ray Jenkins*

* They were audio only by phone.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Jim Yoder, Treasurer
During this past quarter we did soso financially considering we had
no in-person reunion. The bottom
line could have been better but the
unfortunate lack of renewing dues
for 2021. If every ‘active’ member who is in arears had renewed
for only one year, that would have
garnered another $300. In addition we would have received another $108 had shipmates, in arrears since 2019, renewed.
Okay, so how are the funds? As expected, this quarter
had way less activity than normal, given the fact we had
no in-person reunion, when the majority of the year’s receipts usually happen. That said, here are the numbers as
of February 1st to the nearest dollar since the last report,
October 24th, at our annual meeting – on Zoom this time.
Receipts – $323.
$72
$200
$50
$1

Renewing and returning membership dues
Bus deposit refunded
Donation
Dividends
Expense – $112.

$12 Avery Address Labels
$100 Memorial Contribution (Dale Hatcher) to the
American Cancer Society
Net – $211.

Account Balance — $9213.

—————————————————

WEBMASTER / HISTORIAN
Kevin Flatley

a
Our home page website is
www.kevinflatley.com. It contains links to a plethora of SG
information and USS Spiegel
Grove history. SG Association
information available is officers, how to join, upcoming reunion, past reunions, and shipmates’ contact information.

Anyone not listed on the website's contact page that
wishes to be listed, please contact me via email and
let me know. I list name/rate-rank, years aboard and
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your email. We are looking for memories and the
dates of ports of call visited– a written list or email is
great!
We also have four pages of on-line sales of mostly
LSD 32 related items, including some cruise books,
playing cards, pins, and patches, plus old (40s/50s)
Blue Jackets Manuals. Check it out. Free shipping
on all items.
—————————————————

A "MED" MEMORY
By Phil Sengle ETN2
Aboard 1966-68
We were in the Med; I think it
was 1967. A beach party was
planned while we were anchored
off Malta. All the supplies of
food, beer, water, grills, sports
equipment, etc. were sent over in
the morning.
Then a little later, maybe noon,
ships company and embarked
Marines were ferried to the beach for the party. Had to
be at least 200, maybe more. I believe volleyball nets
were set up and we played softball.
Late afternoon, it was time to return to the ship. Problem was the wind had kicked up quite a bit. When the
landing craft approached the aluminum gangway that
was suspended over the side and down to about three
feet above the water, two problems arose. The landing
craft was rising and falling about six feet, making it impossible to jump on the platform. The one I was in
crashed into the gangway and damaged it. At that point
it was decided it was way too dangerous to embark this
way. So the next technique was to drop a cargo net over
the side for us to climb up on.
Same problem, the LCM was still rising and falling six
feet. So coordination was required to grab the cargo net
at the LCM's highest point of rise. Not so easy after eating and drinking all afternoon. A further problem was
the overweight and out of shape sailors on the LCM.
Some could not climb up or even safely grab the net.
My most vivid memory was of our Chief Hospital
Corpsman who had to weigh over 300 lbs. even though
he did not exceed five feet. Conditioning was not a
Navy requirement in those days. Anyway, he could not
do it even with others pushing up on his ass. I swear he
spent the night on the beach along with a few others.
They were retrieved.
—————————————————

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION – Winter 2021
SECRETARY’S NOTES
By Jim Yoder
Membership
We have 115 active members, the
same as the last report. We gained
one, a returnee, since the last
newsletter, but unfortunately one
died. There are still 23 shipmates
in arears – not paid their 2021
dues. They will join the inactive
roster if unpaid by July 1 – losing
that many people will drop our [active] 20%. (These
numbers are as of January 31.)

That is not a healthy trend. The we-don’t-want-tothink-about-it part is we still have nine shipmates that
did not renew for 2020. They have been notified for
the second and last reminder. They may be added to
the 201 shipmates already on the inactive roster.
If you are in doubt as to when you are paid through,
contact me. But, if you, or anyone, is 80 years old January 1st, you/he qualifies for a Life membership (no
annual dues required, albeit donations are still accepted). Just notify me and we’ll make it happen. Currently we have 33 life members. Seven members just
qualified this year. You can pay as many years as you
want. To never worry about paying again, as some do,
just pay all the years up to your 80th birthday year.
A simple way to renew, whether you need to or not,
is with the reunion registration form, assuming you
are sending it in. Or if not attending, the last attachment to this Newsletter is a new membership or renewal form for your convenience.
Newsletter
I am also your Newsletter Editor, so if you have any
comments (likes or dislikes) or suggestions, including
format, and especially, if you would like to contribute
a short article for an upcoming newsletter, please let
me know, or just send one in. Please. We NEED and
enjoy the personal articles of interesting memories/experiences related to your adventures before,
while, or after stationed aboard the Spiegel Grove.
Two examples are in this edition.
Currently I do not have any more articles for next
year (two per newsletter). I would like to publish
those SG stories, but I can’t if no one sends one to me.
Surely you have an event you can’t forget and would
like to share. Even if you have had one published, you
can send another.

An important reminder is to notify the Association
(me, as the secretary) if you have a change of contact,
i.e., snail mail, electronic mail, address and/or phone
no. If we have no current contact for you, that will
result in removal from the ‘active’ roster and placed
in the ‘lost’ archives. And, of course I will not send
you any more Newsletters, albeit the latest Newsletter
is now available on the website.
One last note. Spiegel Grove rosters that you find on
the internet, even our website, are not the same as the
Association’s roster. If you want your name on our
website’s Contact List, you must contact our webmaster.
See ya in Philadelphia?

And…Yes,
that picture is me in my
first sailor uniform, age 5.

—————————————————

SHIP’S STORE
Len Baldassi, Logistic Specialist

This is my first year as you Logistics Specialist, but be rest assured your Ship’s Store will be at
our reunion in Philadelphia for
your shopping pleasure. The
prices will remain as they were
in past years and I am now in the
process of replenishing our
‘basic load.’ As prior reunion attendees know, our store carries a variety of items:
caps, polo shirts, pink tees, belt buckles, ship’s
patches (old and new in different sizes), ship’s patch
pins (old and new) and challenge coins.
The inventory and prices will be prominently posted
in the store at the reunion in the Hospitality Suite. I
will be onsite to answer any questions that you may
have. Rest assured that you will be able to advertise
the Spiegel Grove on the streets of Philadelphia and
enjoy the fellowship of our Hospitality Suite secure
in the knowledge that you are impeccably and suitably attired.
You may direct any questions that you may have to
me at ljb19@optonline.net
DICTUM FACTUM!
—————————————————
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WHERE’S ELMER

PHILADELPHIA

By John Dew LT. USN (Retired)
Aboard 1964-65 Lt. j.g (SC)

OUR 2021 REUNION

The Spiegel Grove moored in
Portsmouth, England, after participating in the 20th anniversary of the Normandy D-Day invasion.
The crew was granted liberty
and headed off into the town of
Portsmouth. All were cautioned
to be back to the ship before the
Monday 0700 departure for the trip home to Little
Creek.

Joe and Ruth Py, Reunion Coordinators

NOTE
We are planning on a
go, but with the current situation with
Covid-19, we know
plans may change. We
will do our best to
keep you updated.
Since our Treasurer is collecting the reunion costs,
if the worst happens and it is cancelled, you will get
every penny of it back. Thanks for understanding.

On Sunday morning we realized that our shipmate,
CS3 Elmer Kasprzyk, had not returned from liberty.
Where could he be? So, we organized search parties
to visit every tavern in town to see if we could retrieve him. We had no luck.
Monday morning arrived with still no sign of Elmer.
We were concerned that he was about to miss ship’s
movement, a court martial offense.
At 0630 Elmer came walking up the brow looking
quite the worse for wear. Where had he been?
Elmer said he went into a local pub where he had a
few pints and met a local barmaid. She got better
looking with each pint, so he proposed marriage. She
accepted with the condition that he travel with her to
Scotland to meet her parents.
As the train crossed the Scottish border Elmer realized what he was doing and slipped off the train at
the next station.
He hopped a train returning to Portsmouth and returned to the pub. After another pint or two Elmer
thought he had better get back to the ship. On his
way, he passed a movie theatre where the film Zulu
was playing. He stopped in to see it and fell asleep.
He awoke about 0500, left the closed theatre through
a fire door, and made his way to the pier in time to
join the ship as we prepared to get underway. S Division, with all hands present and accounted for, was
on its way home wondering just how much of
Elmer’s story was actually true.
—————————————————
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City Hall from Benjamin Franklin Pkwy
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the City of Brotherly
Love, America’s sixth-largest city, is filled with a
rich history, diverse neighborhoods, beautiful parks,
interesting museums, fabulous shopping, and worldrenowned restaurants.
Our accommodations for this year’s reunion will be
at the Crowne Plaza, in King of Prussia, close to Valley
Forge National Park about 25 minutes North of Philadelphia near the Pennsylvania turnpike. It features
first class hotel accommodations, complimentary access to fitness center and award-winning cuisine at
The Forager Restaurant and Lounge plus free wired
and wireless internet access. There are 226 Stylish
guest room, with MP3 docking stations and LCD televisions, of which we have a block of 35 set aside
for us for $119/night (plus state and local occupancy
taxes.
This rate will also be available for two days prior to
and two days after the reunion, if rooms are available. This rate includes a hot, buffet breakfast for
each person each morning. Be sure to get your
breakfast buffet chits when you arrive. The official
check-in time is 3 PM. Parking is free. There are
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many activities, restaurants and even a casino in the
area. They will be covered a bit more in the Summer
Newsletter. The hotel is about half hour from the airport (PHL), but the hotel does provide limited shuttle
to and from the airport as well as to other local areas.
The Hospitality Suite / Reunion Check-in
The Hospitality Suite is our
gathering place or home port. It will
be open all day every day (except
during tours) until taps. Here is your
first stop, checking in (includes
picking up name tags, tour tickets,
etc.). Then on to meet all the old (literally) and new
members and get in on the latest scuttlebutt and, of
course, to share some new and interesting sea stories.
It will be stocked with a plethora of snacks/finger
foods and cold drinks (soda, beer, wine, and water) –
maybe even some coffee. Old Newsletters, pictures
from previous reunions and cruise books are among
the many things on display for your enjoyment. If you
have something that you would like to share –
pictures, stories, cruise books, etc., please feel free to
bring them along. You can also view all the prizes for
the raffles. Our Ship’s Store’s items are all on display
and sold here.
Activities/Tours
Refer to Attachment #1 for a description of the several
activities and tours scheduled. More details in the next
Newsletter. Attachment #2 is your Registration Form
with costs. Payment in full must be received prior to
September 15th. You DO NOT need attend/pay for
everything; only pay for the activities you plan to join
in with the rest of us.
Some On-Your-Own-Time Tours Info

you live or something you have made. Or you can
purchase something in the Philadelphia area and donate it to the raffle. Rule of thumb is $20ish. Raffle
tickets will be on sale in the Hospitality Suite
throughout the reunion except during tours. We hope
that everyone will participate as we always have oodles of fun!!!
The Annual Business Meeting
Our Annual Business Meeting is scheduled for 1000
Saturday morning in the Hospitality Suite. Please
note that the currently scheduled times are subject to
change.
The Grand Banquet
Our final evening, our encore, is an all hands on deck
with guests Grand Banquet (Buffet). There is no
speaker scheduled, but if you or someone you know
would like to share a testimony of part of their SPIEGEL GROVE experience, we can probably accommodate you. Business casual is suggested. Following
desert is our raffles.
Again, you don’t have to attend all days. You can, for
example, join us only for the Grand Banquet. No requirement to attend all activities. Even if you’d like
to just stop by the Hospitality Suite for a couple hours
of sea stories that is okay. But even for a short visit,
please submit the free registration, not only for a head
count for planning and a name tag, but just to let us
know you are coming for any part of our calendar.
Whatever your pleasure, please stop in!
Any question? Contact Joe or Ruth Py at
<hbpysknk@ptd.net> or (717) 471-5924 or Jim Yoder
at <lsd32usn@gmail.com> or (623) 853-9913.
—————————————— ———

Lotta Uber available. Valley Forge National Park/
Visitors Center is a popular touristy venue. There is
also a Cheesecake Factory, a Tiffany & Co. Jewelry
Store (maybe you might wanna try breakfast there)
and even a Casino close by. Our next Newsletter will
have more information for ‘on-your-own-time’ sites
and activities in the area.
The Raffles
We will have several raffles/drawings during the reunion. One is a
50/50; the others are items that you
and other shipmates bring and donate. Everyone is encouraged to
donate something; the more prizes and buying lots of
tickets the bigger our celebration. Suggested items
for this raffle include something from the area where
Page 7
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AN ODE TO CHIEF HATCHER
IN MEMORIAM
In memory of our Shipmate who has received
the call from The Supreme Commander.

Dale R. Hatcher, (12/10/20) Virginia Beach, Virginia, YNCS,
aboard USS Spiegel Grove
1970-73. He was a Life member
of the SGA. He was a Reunion
Co-coordinator when the reunion was held in Virginia Beach
in 2006
Dale met the love of his life, Deanna in 1960 in
Honolulu, Hawaii and married shortly after. They
traveled the world with Dale's military career and
settled in Virginia Beach in 1973. He retired as a
Master Chief Yeoman after years of serving in the
Navy and began a career at Surface Technologies in
Norfolk, Virginia. Dale enjoyed fishing, playing
golf, and traveling. Most of all he loved his family
and the time they spent together celebrating life
events.
– – – – – – – – – – – –– – – – – –
Bill Wojtecki, 80 (10/10/20) Port
Richey. Florida. BMSN aboard
SG 1959-62. Former SGA Member (2014). He was a Golden
Shellback from the '61 Solant
Amity II cruise. He and his wife,
Pat, came to several reunions and
Bob Knight got to know them.
Both, nice people.

“We, who remain to carry on, should not think
of our shipmates as departed from us, but rather as having been transferred to a celestial ship or station where we hope all of us may
be shipmates again.”
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By Rick Marshall (GTG2) Aboard 1971-74
Dale Hatcher was in charge of
the SOAP team when we went
into the yards. That was pretty
good duty. We took all the
parts in Supply off the ship to
a warehouse. We took inventory, discarded what we didn’t
need and ordered new. Chief
Hatcher always took good care of us.
We had a few good Friday lunches at a local tavern
that served great barbeque and had a pool table. In
the end we all got an accommodation letter from the
Captain.
He was a great leader of the team and a great person
to know. I wish I had seen Dale at a reunion, but I
have only attended the one in New London so far.
Fair winds and following seas, Chief.
—————————————— ———

Note received from Dale’s wife and family for our
donation to the Cancer Society in Dale’s name.
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— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —

WE ARE IN NEED FOR SOMEONE – MAYBE

Coming up in your next Newsletter will be much
detail on all our tours and about Philadelphia, its
origin, nick names and food, plus words and phrases
you should know before visiting the city, and some
on-your-own-time places to dine or visit – just some
information/trivia you might want to know if taking
in some touristy things on your own.

Election time. The President, Vice
President and Chaplain’s current 2-year
terms expire this year, so elections, or
maybe re-elections, will be held
at our annual membership meeting this year. We ask that you
take a look at these positions.
The duties of the positions are explained in the bylaws.

— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —
For the Gator Sailor . . .
Looking for some fun in ‘our’ lottery pool, which
gives a lot of fun and a little bit of hope to everyone
who plays in it – a way to make playing a little more
attractive to anyone who served on a Gator ship.
For the rest of 2021, if we win a Jackpot and somebody from the Grove is one of our players, we will
donate 5% of the after-tax cash value of one share to
the SG Association group!
Depending on the Jackpot amount, this can range
from $10,000 to over $200,000. If this sounds interesting to you, go for it – come join us. See our website here. See how to join here.
If you have any questions just call Skip at (412) 3671376 (Pennsylvania).
— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —
The SGA Newsletter is published semi-annually by
and for the USS Spiegel Grove (LSD 32) Association members – former shipmates and other embarked personnel who served aboard the ship.
Feedback is welcomed; send to the editor:
lsd32usn@gmail.com.
— — — — — — — — — —— — — – — — —

Contact the Secretary, Jim Yoder, if you want a copy
of the bylaws. Contact President Mike Graham if you
would like to campaign for one of the positions.
— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —

President....................................... Mike GRAHAM
Vice-President .................................. Gary MILLER
Secretary/Newsletter Editor ................ Jim YODER
Treasurer ............................................. Jim YODER
Chaplain ......................................... Charlie SMITH
NON-OFFICER POSITIONS
Logistic Specialist ......................... Len BALDASSI
Hospitality Suite Guru .....................Gary MILLER
Historian...................................... Kevin FLATLEY
Webmaster .................................. Kevin FLATLEY
2021 Reunion Coordinator........................... Joe PY
2022 Reunion Coordinator........... Mike GRAHAM
— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —
EXTRA FOR SG SHIPMATES
You are invited to attend the 2021 Amphibious
Ships Reunion to be held from September 20-24 in
Annapolis, Maryland. All who served in the Amphibious Navy are invited to attend. Guests are welcome.
You can see all the details at www.amphibreunion.org.
This one expected to be the best and best-attended
Gator reunion ever.
While the future status of COVID-19 restrictions is
unknown at this time, we are confident that this reunion will be held as scheduled.
Page 9

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION – Winter 2021
Attachment #1

USS Spiegel Grove Association Reunion
October 20-24, 2021
Wednesday, October 20
Noonish Hospitality Suite Opens — Berwyn Room
Check into the reunion here.
1500

Check in to the Crown Plaza Hotel.
Early check-ins will be accommodated on an
individual basis.

1730

Welcome Reception in Hospitality Suite
Enjoy FOOD, drinks and share sea stories in our Hospitality Suite.

Thursday, October 21
Breakfast Buffet in the Forager Restaurant.
0830

Meet in the Lobby, Board the bus.

0845

Underway. Depart the hotel and head to the Historic Area of Philadelphia.

1000

Your tour will start at the National Constitution Center, the country’s
first museum dedicated to telling the story of the Constitution through
more than 100 interactive, multimedia exhibits. Here you will see the 19minute show “Freedom Rising” and have time to experience the exhibits.

1115

Next, we visit the Reading Terminal Market, Philly’s famous farmer’s market! You have
two hours on your own to shop and eat at your leisure. We have a private space reserved for
the whole time so there will be no worry about seating.
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Attachment #1

Thursday, October 21 (Cont’d)
1315

After lunch, you will be greeted by a Professional Tour Guide dressed in Colonial garb.
The guide will lead our group on a walking and driving tour of Downtown Philadelphia.
You will explore Independence National Historical Park, “America’s most
historic square mile”, where you’ll visit the Liberty Bell Center and tour Independence Hall, where the Declaration of Independence and Constitution were written.
We will continue to tour the historic area with stops at other historical locations,
such as Carpenter’s Hall, Elfreth’s Alley, and Christ Church & Burial
Grounds, where Benjamin Franklin and his wife are buried.
You will also explore the other unique neighborhoods of Philadelphia. We will
head down the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, home to many of Philadelphia’s cultural gems, including a stop at the Philadelphia Museum of Art where the Rocky
steps are located. Great photo op – on the steps or by the Rocky statue!

1600

Depart the city and head back to hotel.

1645

Arrive at hotel.
Evening on your own.

Friday, October 22
Breakfast Buffet in the Forager Restaurant.
0845

Meet in the Lobby, Board the bus.

0900

Underway. Depart the hotel and head to Philadelphia.

1000

Your day will begin with a guided tour at the Museum of the American Revolution, one of Philadelphia’s newest museums. Located in the heart of Historic Philadelphia, the museum explores the dramatic and surprising story of the American
Revolution and its enduring legacy.
The museum should have a special exhibition by we get there that you might find particularly
interesting. It is called Liberty or Death: Don Troiani’s Paintings of the Revolutionary War.
Trioani is a contemporary historical artist who is renowned for painting extraordinarily accurate depictions of major events of the Revolution. This special exhibition is free with admission.

1200

We head to Chinatown. Lunch on your own while there. Restaurant (TBD).

1345

After lunch, we will get a tour of one of Philadelphia’s most unique and
interesting museums, the Mutter Museum.

1515

Depart the city and head back to hotel.

1600

Arrive at hotel.
Evening on your own.
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Saturday, October 23
Breakfast Buffet in the Forager Restaurant.
1000

Annual SGA Business Meeting in the Hospitality Suite.

1130

Lunch and afternoon on your own.
Use today to gather in the Hospitality Suite and share stories or explore some local favorites!

1830

‘Valley Forge’ Dinner Buffet Banquet at Hotel in the Independence
North Ball Room. The dinner will be “Build Your Own” with a selection of Seared Salmon, Grilled Chicken Breasts and Peppercorn Crusted
Tri Tip Beef, Garden Salad, roasted acorn squash & vegetable medley,
roasted red potatoes, and desert.

2000

Raffles and 50/50.

2200

Secure Hospitality Suite.

Sunday, October 24
Breakfast Buffet in the Forager Restaurant.
Say final good-byes.
< 1100

Check out of hotel.
On-your-own/underway to wherever.
Thank you, Joe and Ruth Py, for planning another wonderful reunion!
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THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION
2021 REUNION REGISTRATION
October 20-24, 2021 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Name ________________________________________ Rank or Rate/Rating When Aboard _______________
Guest(s)/Spouse ___________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________ State _____ ZIP Code ______________________
Telephone ____________________________________ Dates Stationed Aboard ______________________
Email ___________________________________________________________________________________
Dietary Restrictions _________________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair Bound? ________________________________________________________________________

REUNION ACTIVITY
Registering (Name tags, etc. needed) ........................................
Wed ...... Welcome Aboard (Need head count) ........................................
Thu ....... National Constitution Center, Reading Terminal Market
(lunch on your own) and a Tour of Philadelphia .......................
Fri ......... American Revolution Museum, Chinatown (lunch on your
own) and the Mutter Museum ...................................................
Sat. ........ Grand Banquet (Buffet) .............................................................

No. of persons ____ (Free)
No. of persons ____ (Free)
No. of persons ____ x $77 = $ ______
No. of persons ____ x $118 = $ ______
No. of persons ____ x $58 = $ ______

If new or renewing membership .................................................................. No. of years ____ x $12 = $ ______
Registration, with payment in full, must be submitted and received
by September 5th. If a tour is included, by September 1st.

My Total Package = $ ______

Make check payable to “USS Spiegel Grove Association.”
Mail check with this registration form to:
Jim Yoder, SGA Sec.-Treasurer
19132 W. McDowell Rd.
Buckeye, AZ 85396-5700
————
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — — — — —
OPTIONAL. CUT ALONG DASHED LINE AND DISCARD.

HOST HOTEL
Crowne Plaza Philadelphia – King of Prussia!
260 Mall Blvd.
King of Prussia, PA 19406-2902
For reservations, use this link <CP Room> or call (610) 265-7500. When calling, reference ‘LSD 32 USS Spiegel Grove
Reunion’ to obtain our room rate of $119/night (one king or two queens as available) (1-4 adults) PLUS the prevailing
state and local occupancy taxes. Check in time is 3:00 PM. Check out time is 11:00 AM. That includes a hot, buffet
breakfast for each person each morning, internet and parking. These prices are also good for two days before and two
days after the reunion. Drop dead date for reservation at this rate is Friday, September 24, 2021.
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THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL
Dues are $12.00 per calendar year. Pay for as many years as you like at the current rate.
Note: If you are not sure if you are paid up call Jim Yoder at (623) 853-9913 or email him.
Make check payable to ‘USS Spiegel Grove Association’
Mail to:

Jim Yoder, SGA Sec.-Treasurer
19132 W. McDowell Rd.
Buckeye, AZ 85396-5700

Question(s): Jim at (623) 853-9913 or
lsd32usn@gmail.com

Name

Wife/Significant other

Rank/Rate/Rating when aboard

Dates aboard

Mailing address

Division/Dept.

Phone no. (Home)

/

(Cell)

E-mail address
If retired from Military, please,
your Rank/Rate/Rating at retirement
New member

Renewing/Returning

(Optional) The year you turn 80.
Paying dues for

Life

20

year(s) x $12.00 = $

.00

I only mention year turning 80
because the year after you turn
80 you can become a life member (no dues required). It can’t
happen unless you tell me.

Please send this form in with your check.
Thank you!

