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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Mike Graham, CEO
Hello, shipmates and welcome to
our 2022 Winter Edition of our
Newsletter. Jim continues to do
such a stellar job of putting this
together and it is much
appreciated. Job well done, Jim!
For those who attended the 2021
reunion in Philadelphia last
October, thank you! Speaking for Mary Lou and
myself, we again had a wonderful time in all regards.
It was so much fun catching up with everyone. The
entire package (tours, accommodations, food, etc.)
coordinated by Ruth and Joe Py was outstanding.
What a great time and memories galore. We’re still
talking about the Mutter Museum where I picked up
a couple of Christmas presents for Nurse Lou. Ruth
and Joe continue to set the bar high, and I hope I can
come close to that this year in Columbus. I’m already
looking forward to showcasing our city. Our dates
for the reunion in Columbus are 12-16 October, so
put it on the calendar and come join us. We’d love to
see everyone and some new faces as well. The more
the merrier.

As you read thru the Newsletter, you’ll see that
we have some pretty exciting things in the works.
The Reunion this year in Columbus, possibly
doing a dedication to the ship’s crew with a
display at the Rutherford B Hayes Estate and
information related to the Diving Museum. So,
don’t miss a thing
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That’s all for now. Have a wonderful and safe
summer! Mary Lou and I are looking forward to
seeing everyone in October. Please consider
attending as life is too short to put things off.
Thanks!
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tomorrow or today?” Then you could see the little
wheels in her brain turning and as the thought was
entering into her head that today is not tomorrow, I
asked her, “Is it better for us to go get some ice cream
today or should we wait to get it tomorrow?”

The following SG Veteran has joined the proud ranks
of our Association since our last Newsletter.
NEW MEMBER
none
PREVIOUS / RETURNING
Mike Killian, SN (1972-75) Deck Dept/2nd Div.
LOST CONTACT
None
———————————————————

FROM OUR CHAPLAIN
Pastor Charlie Smith
A friend of mine summed up this
last year in stating that it seemed
that it was spent wishing the year
would
return
to
normal,
complaining life hasn’t returned
to normal or celebrating the rare
moments when it was normal.
When my daughter was very
young, she was trying to figure out about yesterday,
today and tomorrow. She was asking me a barrage
of questions about tomorrow, so I decided to teach
her a lesson that I hoped she would never forget. I
promised her that tomorrow we would go and get
some ice cream. She was very excited like most little
girls looking forward to a date with her daddy and
even more for the ice cream. At bedtime she asked
me again, “Daddy, tomorrow we are going to get ice
cream, aren’t we?” She knew her daddy would never
intentionally lie to her, so she went to sleep excited
to wake up with the first question on her mind asking,
“Daddy, when are we going to get the ice cream?”
And I replied, “When did I say we would go and get
it?” She replied, “You said tomorrow we’d have
some ice cream.” And then I asked her, “Is it
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We cannot change yesterday but today we can plan
and prepare for tomorrow. Or as God has said,
“Whereas ye do know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour,
that appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth
away.” James 4:14. It seems that our time on the
Spiegel Grove was just yesterday. Yet how many
years has it been for you? One item we dare not put
off until tomorrow is making sure our soul, or that
part of us, makes us what we are.
Today is the day of salvation, not tomorrow. We do
not have tomorrow, but today is the best day to
prepare for tomorrow. Some believe by doing good
we will earn our way into heaven. God says, “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not of works, lest
any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9. So, if I wish
to go to the place that God inhabits, do I do it my way
or how His Book says is the way to go? In John 14:6,
“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” And
in John 3:16-17, Jesus tells a very religious man the
following, “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be
saved.”
The only way the Bible gives to go to heaven is to put
all your trust (confidence) in Jesus Christ to save you
from your sins. Please take the time and read today
what Jesus tells a very religious man in John 3. Then
turn to chapter 4 and read what Jesus tells a woman
who doesn’t care if the man in her bed is her husband
or not. I believe you will realize that you need this
Jesus in your heart as your personal Savior.
As this New Year is underway, why not put all your
trust in Christ and have a great New Year instead of
one that is just plugging along.
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why
art thou disquieted in me? Hope thou in God,
for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His
countenance.” —Psalm 42:5
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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VICE PRESIDENT SAYS
Gary Miller
Hello shipmates, For those who
haven't been to our reunions,
we'd love for you to join our
Navy Family to experience our
tours & activities & to make new
friends. Excited to see old & new
friends in Columbus, Ohio.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Jim Yoder, Treasurer
During this past quarter we did
okay financially. As you see the
numbers, you might notice
almost all of it this quarter’s ins
and outs are reunion related.
Aside from that, we actually had
a better net gain than in the same
period last year.
So . . . How are the funds? you ask. This quarter has
maybe more activity than the rest of the year, given
the reunion and end of year dues renewal, albeit no
Newsletter printing. But we did not have any
miscellaneous expenses this time unless you wanna
count printer ink.
That said, here are the numbers as of February 1st, to
the nearest dollar, since the last report in October at
our annual meeting. Balance reported that day was
$14,418.
Receipts – $1301.
$214 Ship’s Store sales. (At reunion only.)
$72 Renewing/returning membership dues.
$260 Reunion raffles.
$150 Reunion beverage sales.
$105 Reunion 50-50.
$500 Hotel deposit refunded. (Paid by Joe Py before
$0 Donations .
this reporting period.)
$0 Dividends (< 50¢) .

The Reunion’s Hospitality Suite activities broke about
even this year, which is less than normal, but
considering we had to pay some rent for its use we did
pretty good. The large expenses related to the reunion
were paid with the “earmarked” money received last
year from members registering for the reunion. That
is why the large balance to start with.
Outside of reunion activities this quarter, you can see
there was next to nothing for expenses or receipts.
There were some sales at the reunion and few dues
payments. We usually some have expenditures for
postage, computer & printer items, and any
unforeseen costs – this time was the Hospitality Suite
rental (not enough attendees to make it free). If
everyone who did not renew for 2022 dues had paid
just one year’s worth, we would have had an
additional $252. Obviously the more attending the
reunion and renewing dues, the more we can do. Like
costs associated with donating a plaque or softening
the rising cost of the reunions per person.
KEY LARGO AND THE ‘GROVE’
SGA President, Mike Graham
The Florida Keys History of
Diving www.diving- museum.org
is an independent organization
dedicated to the preservation,
education and exhibition of the
History of Diving. They are
planning to have a special event in
May 2022 to commemorate the
th
20 Anniversary of when they sunk the ‘Grove’ which
is now a diving destination near Key Largo.
The Executive Director of the Museum reached out to
us and asked if we have any members that would like
to attend the festivities in May. So please, let me know
if you would be interested and I will pass the
information on. I may go down myself depending on
the dates and what life has going on for me. It sounds
like a great time.

Expenses – $8375.
$4791 Tours payment.
$388 Hospitality Suite (Rent).
$542 Hospitality Suite (Food and Drink).
$500 Reimburse Joe Py for hotel deposit.
$1854 Banquet
$110 Tour Guides &Waiter Tips.
$150 Lunch deposit at Schmidt’s (next reunion).
$40 Printer Ink.
Account Balance – $9685. This time last year – $9213.
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RECAP OF OUR LAST REUNION
Philadelphia – October 20-24, 2021
Day 1 Wednesday – Welcome Aboard
As everyone checked in and settled down from their
journey, it was a relaxing time in the Hospitality
Suite to revisit with shipmates and begin the sea story
contests.

Day 2. Thursday – Tours
A motor coach (bus) picked us up at the hotel and
headed to the historic area of Philadelphia.
First stop was the National Constitution Center.

Gary and Joe open the Hospitality Suite

Yes, we really did see the original.

Ricky and Al begin the Sea Story Contest

Several of the makers for a photo op. That’s
Carri, our tour guide with Ben Franklin without
his glasses in the forefront.

In the evening, we have our “Welcome Aboard”
informal reception in the Hospitality Suite.
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Day 2. Thursday – Continued
Next was the Reading Terminal Market, Philly’s
famous Farmers’ Market.

The Reading Terminal Market
Kinda big for only a two-hour visit.

While at the Reading Terminal Market, plenty of
time to eat there in our reserved part of the Market.

The Liberty Bell
We continued the afternoon touring several other
historical location and unique neighborhoods of
Philadelphia. This included heading down the
Benjamin Franklin Parkway with a stop at the
Philadelphia Museum of Art where the Rocky steps
are located. The Rocky statue was moved off the
steps to nearby at the bottom of the steps.

Many of our hungry crew munching away.
How did Kathy, our photographer, get in the picture?

After lunch we headed to Independence National
Historical Park where we toured Independence Hall
and visited the Liberty Bell.

Photo op Time.
The Declaration of Independence
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Day 2. Thursday – Continued
After all that we headed back to the hotel, about a 45minute ride.
Dinner was on our own. Either at the hotel or as many
did, dine at a nearby restaurant.
Day 3. Friday – More Tours
The bus picked us up again. We began with a guided
tour of the Museum of the American Revolution Then
on to Chinatown and lunch.
Entering Chinatown

Museum of the American Revolution

Lunch in Chinatown
After lunch we continued on to the Mütter Museum
at The College of Physicians of Philadelphia, a
medical museum that houses all manner of stomachchurning medical deformities - many items are
ghastly and grotesque. We were not allowed to take
pictures inside, but there is a virtual tour on their
website
here:
Mütter
museum
or
https://muttermuseum.org/exhibitions/harry-andcarol.

Museum of the American Revolution

Can’t see much from a small picture
of a post card.
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Part of the Bone Room
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After that sorta creepy feeling place we headed back
to the hotel. Again, the evening was on our own.
Day 4. Saturday – Business Meeting/Banquet
In the morning we held our annual Association
Business Meeting, open to all attending. Lunch and
the day was on one’s own. Then in the evening, of
course, was our Banquet.

Mike reads the
"Missing Man”
poem before
the meal.

50-50 Winner Al Fitch and Susanne
As we wrapped up our reunion activities Saturday
night, the Hospitality Suite was secured for another
year.

Day 5. Sunday.
The party’s over. Shift colors. Underway.
Some left early and some made it to the last free
breakfast at the hotel as we all said our goodbyes and
departed, hoping to meet again next year in
Columbus.

Just some of the scrumptious buffet items.

Encore After Dinner
The Raffles and 50/50.

We trust all attendees enjoyed the 2021 reunion and
hope more will join us for the fun at the next reunion
in Columbus.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MUCHO KUDOS.
For help in putting this together, we must thank Gary
and Kathy Miller and Joe and Ruth Py for the
Hospitality Suite activites, Kathy for the photos, and
for on-site feet-on-the-ground help, Joe and Ruth Py,
Reunion Coordinators, and Carri Tovsky from
Philadelphia’s Global Tour Connection, who also
was our tour guide both days.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Many of the items for the raffle.
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2021 REUNION ATTENDEES

THE LADIES
Georgette Spencer, Mary Lou Graham, Mary Baldassi,
Punky Dias
Nancy Carr, Nell Cooper, Suzanne Fitch
Kathy Miller, Judy Neisch
Nancy Perez, Ruth Py, Barbara Erskine
Not shown: Pat Brewer,

THE FELLAS
Al Erskine, Jim Spencer, Jim Yoder
Mike Graham, Len Baldassi, Gary Miller
Jode Perez, Joe Py,
Richard Neisch, John Carr
Holly Cooper
Al Fitch,
Ricky Dias, Charlie Smith
Not shown: Bill Brewer
Phil Sengle

HOSPITALITY SUITE GURUS
Gary And Kathy Miller
Hello Spiegel Grove Shipmates. As your Hospitality
Suite Gurus, we have enjoyed greeting new and old
friends and setting up the hospitality suite for your
enjoyment with the help of our special reunion
coordinators. Looking forward to seeing everyone in
Columbus, Ohio.
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USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) PLAQUE
AT US NAVAL ACADEMY
By Bob Knight , LT, USN, CHENG 60-62
I attended my USNA class of
1953’s, 68th Reunion July 2831. During the reunion we
visited the Football Stadium
and the Pavilion that my class
had built at one end of the
stadium, which is used for tail
gate parties and other events.
We have also provided funds to
maintain it. Around the pavilion is a Memorial
Garden containing markers honoring the memory of
classmates and others connected to our class.
In front of the Memorial Garden and surrounding the
walkway is a waist high wall between it and the
football field. On the wall are numerous brass
plaques from various ships and units in honor or
memory of the ship/unit or individuals.
As, I was reading the various plaques, I saw the
attached plaque donated by Spiegel Grove and took a
picture of it.

The Academy renovated the stadium sometime
around 1957 or 58 and received donations from
classes, groups, and others to help pay for the
renovations, as they had to build the stadium.
Apparently, the ship made a donation for this cause.
The names of Battles that the Navy and Marines have
participated in are listed on the walls of the stadium
and the walls just above the playing field.
I also have my name on one of the chairs in my
classes section of the stadium.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) PLAQUE
AT SPIEGEL GROVE
SGA President, Mike Graham
A few years ago, I saw where the
crew of the Fort Snelling
established a monument at the
Fort Snelling National Cemetery
dedicated to the crew members’
service and thought it might be
nice to do something similar for
the crew members of the
‘Grove’.
As most of you know our ship was named after the
estate of Rutherford B Hayes our 19th President of the
United States in Fremont, Ohio. It was named ‘Spiegel
Grove’ for the German word ‘Spiegel’ which means
mirror for the reflecting ponds on the estate.
Since I live in Delaware, Ohio, the birthplace of
President Hayes, and Fremont is not too far away, I
thought the Spiegel Grove, Rutherford B. Hayes
Presidential Library and Museum would be a good
location.
So, I reached out to the Executive Director, and she was
enthusiastic to possibly do something. They currently
have the original ship’s bell, but it is just setting on the
floor in one of the rooms. Originally, I thought maybe
we could do something with the bell. Maybe something
outside, but since their main purpose is to preserve
history, they weren’t so enthusiastic about doing
something outside due to the exposure to the elements
and the possibility of theft or vandalism.
Right now, we’re just coming up with ideas and all are
appreciated. So, if you have an idea, please send them to
me. The estate has many very old trees and they
suggested maybe placing some sort of plaque on one of
the trees.
This also got me looking for the original ship’s builders
plaque or even a facsimile of the ship’s plaque. I found
the Hayes Library and Museum has the bell but does not
own it. It is on loan from the Navy, and they would need
to request permission to display it. When I contacted a
Navy representative, I found they have the original
ship’s builders plaque, the CO plaque and the ship’s
insignia in storage in Richmond. We could possibly
request and use any of these items as well. The folks in
Key West have the plaque that was engraved by several
shipmates at an earlier reunion, but it has yet to get
installed on her hull as was originally planned. But it
sounds like they are close to getting it installed.
Maybe we can create something new. I’ve received some
suggestions from Paul Ginkel and Phil Sengle and would
love to hear from others, so please let me know. Thanks!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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SHIP’S STORE
Joe Py, Logistic Specialist
Your Ship’s Store will be
attending
our
reunion
in
Columbus for your shopping
pleasure. The prices will remain as
they were in past years. As prior
reunion attendees know, our store
carries a variety of items: caps,
polo shirts, pink tees, belt buckles,
ship’s patches (old and new in different sizes), ship’s
patch pins (old and new) and the semi-new challenge
coins.
I just got volunteered for this job, but you may contact
me to see if we have the item, and size, if applicable,
you would like. The inventory and prices will be
prominently posted in the store, and I will be onsite to
answer any questions that you may have. Rest assured
that you will then be able to proudly advertise the
Spiegel Grove as you wander the streets and sites of
Columbus and enjoy the fellowship of our Hospitality
Suite secure in the knowledge that you are
impeccably and suitably attired.
You may direct any questions that you may have to
me at hbpysknk@ptd.net.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SECRETARY’S NOTES
By Jim Yoder
Membership
We have 112 active members. Since
the reunion, we gained one member
when he returned so we are up one
since your last report. There are still 21
shipmates in arears – not paid their
2022 dues. They will join the inactive
roster if unpaid by July 1st – losing that
many people will drop our [active] our
membership nearly 19%. Five others never did return from
2020
That is not a healthy trend. The we-don’t-want-to-thinkabout-it part is we still have six shipmates that did not renew
for 2019. They should have received their second and last
reminder this month. They were added last July to the 200+
shipmates already on the inactive roster.
If you are in doubt as to when you are paid through, contact
me. But, if you, or anyone, is 80 years old January 1st, you/he
qualifies for a Life membership (no annual dues required).
Just notify me and we’ll make it happen. Currently we have
21 life members. Six members just qualified this year.
Newsletter
I am also your Newsletter Editor, so if you have any
comments (likes or dislikes) or suggestions, including
format, and/or, especially, would like to contribute a short
article for an upcoming newsletter, please let me know, or
just send one in. We NEED and enjoy the personal articles
of interesting memories/experiences related to your
adventures before, while, or after stationed aboard the
Spiegel Grove. Two examples are in this edition.
I want yours. I do not have any more articles for
next year (two per newsletter). I would like to
publish those SG stories, but I can’t if no one
sends one to me. Surely you have an event
you can’t forget and would like to share.
Even if you have had one published.
you can send another.
An important reminder is to notify the Association (me, as
the secretary) if you have a change of contact, i.e., snail mail,
electronic mail, address and/or phone no. If we have no
current contact for you, that will result in removal from the
‘active’ roster and placed in the ‘lost’ archives. And, of
course I will not send you any more Newsletters, albeit the
latest Newsletter is available on the website.
One last note. Spiegel Grove rosters that you find on the
internet, even our website, are not the same as the
Association’s roster. If you want your name on our website’s
Contact List, you must contact the webmaster.
See ya in Columbus?
– – – – – – – –– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
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Arriving by Bus or Train

OUR 2022 REUNION
Mike Graham, Reunion Coordinator
October 12-16
Our accommodations for this
year’s reunion will be at the
DoubleTree
by
Hilton
Columbus-Worthington,
175
Hutchin-son
Avenue,
Columbus, Ohio 43235, one exit
West
of
the
I-71/I-270
interchange on the North side of
Columbus. It is about 15
minutes from the airport and the hotel provides a free
shuttle to and from the airport as well as to other local
areas. The Double Tree has 300 spacious guest rooms
and six executive suites, featuring comfortable kingsized and double beds. Wake up to your favorite
music connected to the MP3 clock radio and a cup of
fresh coffee. Each room is furnished with a work desk
with an executive chair and a 37-inch HDTV, a
microwave and a refrigerator. Enjoy complimentary
WiFi in the lobby. Dine at Crosswords Bar & Grill
(located in the hotel), serving traditional American
favorites. Unwind in the indoor pool and whirlpool
spa or work out in the fitness center. Enjoy in-room
dining or walk to dozens of restaurants and
entertainment venues nearby. Enjoy the friendly
Midwestern hospitality as well as the signature, warm
chocolate chip cookie, welcoming gift.
Air Travel
The airport is the John Glenn Columbus International
Airport located six miles on the East side of
Columbus. Formerly known as Port Columbus
International Airport, it is managed by the Columbus
Regional Airport Authority, which also oversees
operations at Rickenbacker International Airport and
Bolton Field. The airport code 'CMH' stands for
"Columbus Municipal Hangar," the original name for
the airport. Driven by a pursuit to accomplish the
seemingly impossible, Ohio native John Glenn
became the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962.
After decades of service as a U.S. senator, at the age
of 77 he became the oldest person to enter space.
Glenn's pioneering spirit inspired a renaming of Port
Columbus International Airport in 2016 to John Glenn
Columbus International Airport.

The Greyhound Bus Station is located in downtown
Columbus at 111 E. Town St. If you’re coming in by
bus, give me a call (614-309-9530) and I’ll pick you
up or make arrangements for someone to pick you up.
Unfortunately, Amtrak has no stations in central Ohio.
Two routes travel through Ohio and stop at a total of
six stations. The closest station to Columbus is
Cincinnati, some 100 miles away. You can easily
travel to major cities including Chicago, Washington
D.C. and New York City where you can transfer to
other routes if needed.
Hotel
We have negotiated for a block of rooms at a group
rate of $84.00 per night plus tax. It’s a very special
rate just for us. The hotel is very happy to have us,
and they seem to be very military friendly. This rate
will also be available for three days prior to and three
days after the reunion if rooms are available. This
rate includes a hot, buffet breakfast for each person
each morning. Be sure to get your breakfast buffet
chits when you arrive. The official check-in time is 4
PM, albeit earlier is possible if the room is ready.
The Hospitality Suite / Reunion Check-in
The Hospitality Suite is our gathering place or home
port. It will be open all day every day (except during
tours) until taps. Here is your first stop, checking in
(includes picking up name tags, tour tickets, etc.).
Then on to meet all the old (literally) and new
members and get in on the latest scuttlebutt and, of
course, to share some new and interesting sea stories.
It will be stocked with a plethora of snacks/ finger
foods and cold drinks (soda, beer, wine, and water) –
maybe even some coffee. Pictures from previous
reunions and cruise books are among the many things
on display for your enjoyment. If you have something
that you would like to share, pictures, stories, cruise
books, etc., please feel free to bring them along. You
can also view all the prizes for the raffles. Our Ship’s
Store’s items are all on display and sold here.
Activities/Tours
Refer to Attachment #1 for the several activities and
tours scheduled. Attachment #2 is your Registration
Form with costs. Payment in full must be received
prior to October 1, but preferably by July 1st. You DO
NOT need attend/pay for everything; only pay for the
activities you plan to join in with the rest of us. If you
have not renewed your membership or if you are not
currently a member, please do not let that stop you
from coming.
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Some On-Your-Own-Time Tours Info
The Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) operates
bus service throughout the city. Ride the CBUS for
free between the Short North and the Brewery District,
two very popular areas. For additional information on
rates and routes visit COTA.com. Zipcar is a
carsharing service (zipcar.com) available throughout
the city. Uber, Lyft and Yellow Cab of Columbus can
connect you with available transport. All major rental
car companies also serve the greater Columbus area.
The Raffles
We will have several raffles/drawings during the
reunion. One is a 50/50; the others are items that you
and other shipmates bring and
donate. Everyone is encouraged to
donate something; the more prizes
and buying lots of tickets the
bigger our celebration. Suggested items for this raffle
include something from the area where you live or
something you have made. Or, you can purchase
something in the Columbus area and donate it to the
raffle. Rule of thumb is $20ish. Raffle tickets will be
on sale in the Hospitality Suite throughout the
reunion except during tours. We hope that everyone
will participate as we always have fun!!!
The Annual Business Meeting
Our Annual Business Meeting is scheduled for 10:00
Saturday morning in the Hospitality Suite. Please
note that the currently scheduled times are subject to
change.
The Grand Banquet
Our final evening, our encore, is an all hands-on-deck
with guests Grand Banquet. There is no speaker
scheduled, but if you or someone you know would
like to share a testimony of part of their SPIEGEL
GROVE experience, we can probably accommodate
you. Business casual is suggested. Following desert
is our raffles.
Again, you don’t have to attend all days. You can, for
example, join us only for the Grand Banquet. No
requirement to attend all activities. Even if you’d like
to just stop by the Hospitality Suite for a couple hours
of sea stories, that is okay. But even for a short visit,
please submit the registration, not only for a head
count for planning, but just let us know you are
coming for any part of our calendar.
Whatever your pleasure, please stop in!
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Any question? Email or call me, Mike Graham,
(mrg242@gmail.com or 614-309-9530) or Jim Yoder
(lsd32usn@gmail.com or 623-853-9913.
Coming up in your next Newsletter will be much
more detail on all our tours and about Columbus, its
origin, nicknames and food, plus words and phrases
you should know before visiting the city – something
you might want to know if taking in some touristy
things on your own.
—————————————————

WEBMASTER / HISTORIAN
Kevin Flatley
Our home page website is www.
kevinflatley.com. It contains
links to a plethora of USS
Spiegel Grove information and
history. The SG Association
information available is officers,
how to join, past reunions, the
upcoming reunion, our latest
Newsletter
and
shipmates’
contact information. Contact the Secretary, Jim
Yoder, if you want a copy of the bylaws.
Anyone not listed on the website's contact page that
wishes to be listed, please contact me via email
<flatleyk@yahoo.com> and let me know. I list
name/rate-rank, years aboard and your email. We are
looking for memories and the dates of ports of call
visited – a written list or email is great!
On-line sales of LSD 32 related items are still
suspended while I am moving. If you want
something, say before the reunion, I refer you to
contact Joe Py, our Ship’s Store Logistic Specialist.
—————————————————
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FOR GATOR SAILORS . . .
Looking for some fun in ‘our’ lottery pool, both the
Powerball and Mega Millions? It gives you a lot of
fun and a little bit of hope to everyone who plays in
it – a way to make playing a little more attractive to
anyone who served on a Gator ship.
For the rest of 2022, if we win a Jackpot and
somebody from the Grove is in our pool, 5% of the
after-tax cash value of one share will be donated to
the SGA! Depending on the jackpot amount, even the
5% can range from $10,000 to over $200,000. Of
course, your winnings would be 20 times that. If this
sounds interesting to you, go for it – come join us and
then just back let someone else do all the work. Click
here for more information and how to join the pool.
If you have any questions, or don’t have a computer,
just call Skip at (412) 367-1376 (Pennsylvania).
— — — — —— — — — —— — — – — — —
The SGA Newsletter is published semi-annually by
and for The USS Spiegel Grove (LSD 32)
Association members – former shipmates and other
embarked personnel who served aboard the ship.
Feedback is welcomed; please send to the editor:
lsd32-usn@gmail.com.
— — — — —— — — — —— — — —— — —

President ....................................... Mike GRAHAM
Vice-President ................................. Gary MILLER
Secretary/Newsletter Editor................ Jim YODER
Treasurer ............................................. Jim YODER
Chaplain.......................................... Charlie SMITH
NON-OFFICER POSITIONS
Logistic Specialist ........................................Joe PY
Hospitality Suite Guru ..................... Gary MILLER
Historian ..................................... Kevin FLATLEY
Webmaster .................................. Kevin FLATLEY
2022 Reunion Coordinator ........... Mike GRAHAM
2023 Reunion Coordinator ...........................Joe PY

IN MEMORIAM
In memory of our Shipmates who have received
the call from The Supreme Commander.
William J. “Bill” Osterman, 78
of Harleston, Mississippi (4/19/
2012). He served aboard the
USS Spiegel Grove 1956-58 and
was a Life member of the SGA.
Bill was a proud Navy Veteran
who served in the Korean
Conflict. He was an avid
collector
of
military
memorabilia, with his favorites being WWI and
WWII. He also loved to fish, garden, and tell [sea]
stories.
He had been in an automobile accident and was
paralyzed with a lot of pain for quite a while. His
wife was actually relieved (glad for him) when he
passed.
Note. We just received notice in August of his
passing from his wife, Peggy, so without knowing,
we had automatically kept him listed as a life
member.
James C. Bist (10/1/2020) BM3,
He served aboard 1964-68 in
Deck Division. His membership
had expired at the end of 2020.
(Good reason not to renew.)
He later served in the Navy
Reserves and retired from the
U.S. Air Force Reserves as a
Senior Master Sergeant. Jim had
a passion for golf, his family and friends.
We were notified by a former member (2016) QM3
Martin Diano who had served aboard the same time
as Jim.
“We, who remain to carry on, should not think of
our shipmates as departed from us, but rather as
having been transferred to a celestial ship or
station where we hope all of us may be shipmates
again.”
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THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION
2022 REUNION ACTIVITIES
(Not likely, but subject to change)

Day 1 Wednesday 12 October – Check-In / Welcome Aboard
Noonish

Hospitality Suite opens.
Check in Hospitality Suite – Pick up your Reunion.
Name Tags, PODs, Event Tickets, etc.
1600 Check into the Hotel at Front Desk.
1730 Welcome Aboard Reception in Hospitality Suite.

Day 2. Thursday 13 October – Motorcoach Tour
0830
0900
1130
1330
1600

Breakfast.
Depart Hotel - Motor Coach.
Columbus City Adventures Tour.
Lunch at Schmidt’s Restaurant and Sausage Haus.
National Veterans Memorial and Museum.
Return to Hotel.
Evening/Dinner on your own.

Day 3. Friday 14 October – Motorcoach Tour
0830
0900
1130
1600

Breakfast.
Depart Hotel - Motor Coach.
Motts Military Museum.
Box Lunch and Tour Franklin Park Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens.
Return to Hotel.
Evening/Dinner on your own.

Day 4. Saturday 16 October – Business Meeting / Banquet
1000
1830

Breakfast.
All Member Annual Assoc. Business Meeting.
Lunch and Afternoon on your own.
Grand Banquet/Buffet – ‘Tastes of Worthington’ (Local favorites).

.
Day 5. Sunday 16 October – Underway
AM

Breakfast.
Say Final Good-Byes.
Check out of Hotel.
Shift Colors.
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THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION
2020 REUNION RESERVATION / REGISTRATION
October 12-16, 2022, Columbus Ohio
Name _________________________________________Rank or Rate/Rating When Aboard _______________
Guest(s)/Spouse ____________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________
City _________________________________________
Telephone ____________________________________

State ______ ZIP Code ______________________
Dates Stationed Aboard _______________________

Email ____________________________________________________________________________________
Any Dietary Restrictions? ____________________________________________________________________
Wheelchair Bound? _________________________________________________________________________
I am a Plankowner

I am a Life Member
REUNION ACTIVITY

Registering (Name tags, etc. needed) ...................................................
Wed Welcome Aboard (Need head count) ...................................................
Thu City Tour, Schmidt’s Lunch, and National Veterans Memorial...........
Fri Motts Military Museum, then Box Lunch and Tour
of the Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanical Gardens ...........
Sat. Grand Banquet/Buffet – ‘Tastes of Worthington’ (Local Favorites) ...

No. of persons ____ (Free)
No. of persons ____ (Free)
No. of persons ____ x $65 = $ _____
No. of persons ____ x $65 = $ _____
No. of persons ____ x $55 = $ _____

If new or renewing membership (optional) ......................................................... No. of years ____ x $12 = $ _____
Registration, with payment in full, must be submitted
and received by *October 1st. (but the sooner, the better.)

My Total Package = $ ______

Make check payable to “USS Spiegel Grove Association.”
Mail the check with this registration form to:

Jim Yoder, SGA Sec.-Treasurer
19132 W. McDowell Rd.
Buckeye, AZ 85396-5700
* If you are going to join us on a tour either day, we need to know that before September 1st.
————
— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — — — — —
CUT ALONG DASHED LINE AND DISCARD (OPTIONAL)
HOST HOTEL
DoubleTree by Hilton
175 Hutchinson Ave.
Columbus, OH 43235-1413
The link for reservations is: www.my-event.hilton.com/ussspiegelgrovereunion/. Our group rate is $84 per night
That includes a hot, buffet breakfast for each person each morning and parking and must be made NLT
September 21st. If you don’t have a computer, you can call (614) 885-3334). Make sure they know you are from
the Spiegel Grove.
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THE USS SPIEGEL GROVE (LSD 32) ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL / DONATIONS
THIS FORM NOT NECESSARY IF PAYING WITH REUNION REGISTRATION FORM
Dues are $12.00 per calendar year. Pay for as many years as you like.
Note: If you are not sure if you are paid up contact the Secretary-Treasurer.
Make check payable to ‘USS Spiegel Grove Association’
Mail to:

Jim Yoder, SGA Sec.-Treasurer
19132 W. McDowell Rd.
Buckeye, AZ 85396-5700

Question(s): Jim at (623) 853-9913 or
lsd32usn@gmail.com

Name

Wife/Significant other

Rank/Rate/Rating when aboard

Dates aboard

Mailing address

Division/Dept.

Phone No. (Home)

/

(Cell)

E-mail address
If retired from Military, please,
your Rank/Rate/Rating at retirement
New member

Renewing

(Optional) The year you turn 80.
Paying dues for

20

year(s) x $12.00 = $

(Optional) I would like to donate $

I only mention year turning 80
because the year after you turn
80 you can become a life
member (no dues required). It
can’t happen unless you tell me.

Life

.00
to help out the SGA.

Please send this form in with your check.
Thank you!

